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Former U.S. Congressman and Philadelphia Political Operative
Pleads Guilty to Election Fraud Charges

PHILADELPHIA — United States Attorney Jennifer Arbittier Williams announced today that former U.S.
Congressman Michael “Ozzie” Myers, 79, of Philadelphia, PA, pleaded guilty today to conspiracy to deprive
voters of civil rights, bribery, obstruction of justice, falsification of voting records, and conspiring to illegally
vote in a federal election for orchestrating schemes to fraudulently stuff the ballot boxes for specific
Democratic candidates in the 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018 Pennsylvania elections.

39th Ward, 36th Division

Specifically, Myers admitted in court to bribing the Judge of Elections for the 39th Ward, 36th Division in
South Philadelphia, Domenick J. Demuro, in a fraudulent scheme over several years. Demuro, who was
charged separately and pleaded guilty in May 2020, was responsible for overseeing the entire election
process and all voter activities of his Division in accord with federal and state election laws.

The voting machines at each polling station, including in the 39th Ward, 36th Division, generate records in

the form of a printed receipt documenting the use of each voting machine. This printed receipt, also known
as the “results receipt,” shows the vote totals, and the Judge of Elections and other Election Board Officials
at each polling place attest to the accuracy of machine results.

Myers admitted to bribing Demuro to illegally add votes for certain candidates of their mutual political party in
primary elections. Some of these candidates were individuals running for judicial office whose campaigns
had hired Myers, and others were candidates for various federal, state, and local elective offices that Myers
favored for a variety of reasons. Myers would solicit payments from his clients in the form of cash or checks
as “consulting fees,” and then use portions of these funds to pay Demuro and others to tamper with election
results.

After receiving payments ranging from between $300 to $5,000 per election from Myers, Demuro would add
fraudulent votes on the voting machine — also known as “ringing up” votes — for Myers’ clients and preferred
candidates, thereby diluting the value of ballots cast by actual voters. At Myers’ direction, Demuro would add
these fraudulent votes to the totals during Election Day, and then would later falsely certify that the voting
machine results were accurate. Myers is also accused of directing Demuro to lie to investigators about the
circumstances of the bribes and the ballot-stuffing scheme.
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39th Ward, 2nd Division

Myers also admitted to conspiring to commit election fraud with a former Judge of Elections for the 39th
Ward, 2nd Division in South Philadelphia, Marie Beren. Beren, who was charged separately and pleaded
guilty in October 2021, was the de facto Judge of Elections and effectively ran the polling places in her
division by installing close associates to serve as members of the Board of Elections. Myers admitted that he
gave Beren directions to add votes to candidates supported by him, including candidates for judicial office
whose campaigns actually hired Myers, and other candidates for various federal, state, and local elective
offices preferred by Myers for a variety of reasons.

Myers acknowledged in court that on almost every Election Day, Myers transported Beren to the polling
station to open the polls. During the drive to the polling station, Myers would advise Beren which candidates
he was supporting so that Beren knew which candidates should be receiving fraudulent votes. Inside the
polling place and while the polls were open, Beren would advise actual in-person voters to support Myers’
candidates and also cast fraudulent votes in support of Myers’ preferred candidates on behalf of voters she
knew would not or did not physically appear at the polls.

During Election Day itself, Myers conferred with Beren via cell phone while she was at the polling station
about the number of votes cast for his preferred candidates. Beren would report to Myers how many “legit
votes,” meaning actual voters, had appeared at the polls and cast ballots. If actual voter turnout was high,
Beren would add fewer fraudulent votes in support of Myers’ preferred candidates. From time to time, Myers
would instruct Beren to shift her efforts from one of his preferred candidates to another. Specifically, Myers
would instruct Beren “to throw support” behind another candidate during Election Day if he concluded that
his first choice was comfortably ahead.

Beren and her accomplices from the Board of Elections would then falsify the polling books and the List of
Voters and Party Enrollment for the 39th Ward, 2nd Division, by recording the names, party affiliation, and
order of appearances for voters who had not physically appeared at the polling station to cast his or her
ballot in the election. Beren took pains to ensure that the number of ballots cast on the machines was a
reflection of the number of voters signed into the polling books and the List of Voters. After the polls closed
on Election Day, Beren and her associates would falsely certify the results.

“Voting is the cornerstone of our democracy. If even one vote has been illegally cast or if the integrity of just
one election official is compromised, it diminishes faith in process,” said U.S. Attorney Williams. “Votes are
not things to be purchased and democracy is not for sale. If you are a political consultant, election official, or
work with the polling places in any way, | urge you to do your job honestly and faithfully. That is what the
public deserves and what the federal government will enforce.”

“One thing you can say about Ozzie Myers: his values have long been out of whack,” said Jacqueline
Maguire, Special Agent in Charge of the FBI’s Philadelphia Division. “Decades ago, he valued a fake
sheikh’s bribes more than the ethical obligations of his elected federal office. This time around, he valued his
clients’ money and his own whims more than the integrity of multiple elections and the will of Philadelphia
voters. Free and fair elections are critical to the health of our democracy, which is why protecting the
legitimacy of the electoral process at every level is such a priority for the FBI.”

“The guilty plea entered today is a satisfying culmination of tireless work by our Pennsylvania State
Troopers, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the Department of Justice. It is imperative the citizens of
this Commonwealth have faith in a fair voting process. We will remain committed to prioritizing these
investigations and working with our federal partners to fully investigate and prosecute anyone who attempts
to impede or alter the election process.” Captain James Culttitta, Director, Special Investigations Division,
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, Pennsylvania State Police.



This case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with assistance from the Pennsylvania
State Police. It is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorneys Eric L. Gibson and Richard P.
Barrett with assistance from Richard C. Pilger, Director of Elections Crimes Branch, Criminal Division, Public
Integrity Section, U.S. Department of Justice.
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If you have not done so already, follow @USAO_EDPA and @USAttyWilliams on Twitter to get the most up-
to-date information about big cases and community news.
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