UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA

WESTERN DIVISION FILED IN OPEN COURT
on 2AD\2020
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Eezstemn District of

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA )
V. ; INDICTMENT
RUTH ELIZABETH BRAN )
| )
The Grand Jury charges that:
| COUNT ONE

‘On or abbﬁt July 18, 2016, in thé Eastern Districf of North Carolina, the
defendant, RUTH ELIZABETH BRAN, did knowingiy make a false statement and
- claim that she_was a citizen ‘of the Unitgd St?atesbin order to register to voté, in
violation of Title 18; United States Code, Section 1015(f). |

COUNT TWO

On or ébouf June 13, 2018, in the Eastéfn D_istrict North Carolina, aﬁd
elsewhere, the defendant, RUTH ELIZABETH BRAN, did kﬁOwingly éttemp£ to
procure her natural_ization as a United States citizen contrary to law, by making a
faise sfatement under oath regarding her naturalization application, that is:

a. On Part 12, Item 1 of defendant BRAN’s Application for
Naturalization (Form N-400), in response to the question “Have you
EVER claimed to be a U.S. citizen (in writing or any other way)?” she
answered “No” when in fact as she then knew, she had claimed to be
a United States citizen in a voter registration application on July 18,
2016. ‘ ’ '
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)

b. On Part 12, Item 2 of defendant BRAN’s Application for
Naturalization (Form N-400), in response to the question “Have you
EVER registered to vote in any Federal, State, or local election in the
United States?” she answered “No” when in fact as she then knew,
she had registered to vote on July 18; 2016.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1425(a).

COUNT THREE

| Qn or about June .13, 2018,'in the Eastern District of Notth Carolina, and
elsewhere, the defendant, RUTH ELIZABETH BRAN, did knowingly make under
oath, and did kndwingly_ subscribe as true under penalty of perjury under Title 28,
United States Code, Section 1746, a false_ statement with respect toa m.aterial fact in
an application required by ‘the immigration laws and regulations prescribed
theteunder, that is, - defendant' BRAN ‘stated' falsely in an Application for
Naturalization (Form N-400) that she had never claimed to be a United States citizen
and 'she had never registered to vote in'any Federal, State, and lncal election in the
United States, when in fact, as she then and there knew, éhe had claimed to be a
tJnited States citizen and registered to vote in a Federal, State, and local ele(;tion on
July 18, 2016.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1546(a).

COUNT FOUR

On or about June. 13,' 2018, in the Eastern District of North Carolina, and

elséwhere, the defendant, RUTH ELIZABETH BRAN, did knowingly Inake a false

 statement under oath in a case, proceeding, and matter relating to, and under, and
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. by virtue of any law of the United States relating to naturalization, citizenship, and
registry of aliens, that is, defendant BRAN stated falsely under oath in an Application
' for Naturalization ,(Form N-400) thatshe had never claimed to be a United State_s
:citizen and she had never registered to vote in any Federal, State, and local election
in the United States, when in fact, as she then and there knew, she had claimed to
~ be a United States' citizen and registered to vote in a Federal,S'tate, and local election
on July 18, 2016. |

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1015(a). -

COUNT FIVE
| On or about October 15, 2018, in the Eastern District North Carolina, and
elsewhere, the defendant, RUTH ELIZABETH BRAN, did 'knOWinglsr attempt to
procure her naturalization as a United States citizen contrary to law, by making‘ a
false statement under oath regarding her naturalization application, that is:

a. On Part: 12, Item 1 of defendant BRAN’s Application for
Naturalization (Form N-400), in response to the question “Have you
EVER claimed to be a U.S. citizen (in writing or any other way)?” she
answered “No” when in fact as she then knew, she had claimed to be
a United States citizen in a voter registratlon appllcatlon on July 18,
2016.

b. On Part 12, Item 2 of defendant BRAN’s Application for
© Naturalization (Form N-400), in response to the question “Have you
EVER registered to vote in any Federal, State, or local election in the
United States?” she answered “No” when in fact as she then knew,
_she had registered to vote on July 18, 20186.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, S_ection 1425(a).
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' COUNT SIX

) On or about October 15,.2018, in the Eastern District of North Carolina, and
elsewhere, the defendant, RUTH ELIZABETH BRAN, did knowingl& make under
_oath, and did knowingly s'ubscribe as true under penalty ef perjury imder Title 28_,
United States Code, Section 1746, a false statement with respect to a material factin
an application required by the immigration laws and regulations prescribed
thereunder, that is, defendant BRAN ' stated falsely in an Application i"(_)r
' Naturalizatien (Form N-400) that she had never claimed to be a Unite(i Stateis citizen
and she had ne_ver registered to vote in any Federal, State, and loeal election in the
United States, W}ien in fact, as she then and there knew, she had claimed to be a -
: ‘United States citizen and registered to vote in a Federal, State, and loeal election on
July 18, 2016. | |

Allin violation of Title 18, United States Cede, Section»1546(a).

COUNT SEVEN

On or about October 15, 2018, in the Easte_rn District of North Carolina, and |
elsewhere, the defendant, RUTH ELIZABETH BRAN, did knowingly make a false
. statement under oath 1n a case, proceeding, and matter relating to, and under, and
by virtue of any law of the United States relating to naturalization, citizens}iip_, and
registry oi’ aliens, that is, defendantBRAN stated falsely under oath in an Anplication
for Natui“alization (Form N-400) that she had never claimed to be a United States

“ citizen and she had never registered to vote in any Federal, State, and local election
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in the United States, when in fact, as she then and there knew, she had claimed to
be a United States citizen and registered to vote in a Federal, State, and local election
on July 18, 2016.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1015(a).

- COUNT EIGHT

On or about October 22, 2018, in‘the Eastern District North Carolina, and
elsewhere, the defendant, RUTH ELIZABETH BRAN, did knowingly pr(;cure her
naturalization as a United States citizen contrary to law, by making a false statement |
‘under oath regarding her naturali.zation application, that is;

a. On Part 12, Ttem 1 of defendant BRAN’s Application for
Naturalization (Form. N-400), in response to the question “Have you
EVER claimed to be a U.S. citizen (in writing or any other way)?” she
answered “No” when in fact as she then knew, she had claimed to be

- a United States citizen in a voter registration application on July 18,
2016. '

b. On Part 12, Item 2 of defendant BRAN’s Application for
Naturalization (Form N-400), in response to the question “Have you .
EVER registered to vote 1n any Fedei"al State, or local election in the
United States?” she answered “No” when in fact as she then knew
she had reglstered to vote on J uly 18, 2016.

[remaindér of page intentionally left blank]
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~ Allin violation of Title 18, United Stateé Code, S'eCtiori 1425(a).

A TRUE BILL
' REDACTED VERSION
( Pursuant to the E-Government Act and the _
federal rules, the unredacted version of 4
this document has been filed under seal.

“F'GI?EPE' ERSON
D 52020
DATE =~
ROBERT J. HIGDON, JR. -
United States Attorney
BY: SEBASTIAN KIELMANOVICH
Assistanfc United States Attorney
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