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Barry Morphew, who cast missing
wife’s ballot for Trump, pleads
guilty in 2020 voter fraud case

The onetime murder suspect received a deferred
sentence in the Chaffee County forgery case
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Jerilee Bennett, The Gazette via Associated Press
Barry Morphew leaves a Fremont County court building in Canon City with his 6
daughters, Macy, left, and Mallory, after charges against him in the presumed death of

his wife were dismissed Tuesday, April 19, 2022.
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Barry Morphew pleaded guilty Thursday to a forgery charge in a voter-fraud case
in which he admitted to casting his missing wife’s 2020 ballot for President
Donald Trump.

The case before 11th Judicial District Judge Patrick Murphy in Chaffee County is
concluded, according to court records. Morphew was fined and assessed court
costs of $600. Barring a reversal, the deferred judgment will end on June 21. A
review is scheduled for Nov. 28.

He will serve no jail time as part of the plea agreement. His probation is
supervised. Should he run afoul of the agreement, Morphew faces up to six years
in prison if there are extraordinary or aggravating circumstances.

Morphew, the husband of missing Chaffee County resident Suzanne Morphew,
told investigators he filed a fraudulent 2020 election ballot in his wife’s name

because he thought Trump could use the extra vote.

Chafee County Clerk Lori Mitchell called the sheriff's office on Oct. 22, 2020, after
her office received Suzanne Morphew’s mail-in ballot, an arrest warrant said.
Barry Morphew had signed the ballot as a witness and dated it Oct. 15, 2020.

Suzanne Morphew was reported missing on May 10, 2020, by a neighbor who
said she never came home from a bike ride. Authorities have searched for her for
more than a year, following hundreds of tips, to no avail. Her body has never
been found.

Barry Morphew was charged with first-degree murder in the death of his wife, but
prosecutors dropped the case in April, just nine days before it was set to go to

trial.

In the voter fraud case, prosecutors charged Morphew with one count of forgery
and one count of a mail ballot offense in connection with his missing wife’s ballot,
according to an arrest warrant from the Chaffee County Sheriff's Office. 6
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An FBI agent confronted Morphew about the ballot in April 2021, and he told the
agent that he had filled out his missing wife’s form, “Just because I wanted Trump
to win. I just thought give him another vote. I figured all these other guys are

cheating.” He told the FBI agent that he didn’'t know it was illegal to fill out a ballot
on behalf of a spouse.

Trending Articles
@
o
Zz
14
L
>
(<)
o
o
(=]
by
ADVERTISEMENT o
Heidi Ganahl is veering f
Colorado GOP playbook
r...
D 79 comments
Policies
Report an Error
Contact Us

Submit a News Tip

E] The Trust Project

Keep your finger on the pulse.

Sign up for our Crime Report email alerts.

Email Address

https://www.denverpost.com/2022/07/21/barry-morphew-guilty-voter-fraud/ 3/4


https://thetrustproject.org/
https://www.denverpost.com/policies-and-standards/
https://www.denverpost.com/report-an-error/
https://www.denverpost.com/contact-us/
https://www.denverpost.com/news-tips/
https://www.digitalfirstmedia.com/privacy-policy/?returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.denverpost.com%2F2022%2F07%2F21%2Fbarry-morphew-guilty-voter-fraud%2F%3FclearUserState%3Dtrue

